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a is a pipette 7 cm. long, made of thermometer tubing
and graduated into 100 parts; b and c are two metal plates
that serve as seals which can be clamped against the open-
ings of the pipette by means of the bent rods dd. In order
to make the closure of the openings perfect, the plates are
covered with rubber, while the lower plate in addition
carries a cork disc.
When the pipette is to be used, it is connected with a
Pravaz syringe. From a drop of blood obtained by
pricking the tip of the finger, blood is drawn into the
pipette to any definite mark by slightly raising the
plunger. The point of the pipette is cleansed of adhering
blood, and the given salt solution is immediately sucked
in after the blood. The two mix in the funnel-shaped part
of the apparatus. The left hand now presses the lower of
the two seals against the point of the pipette, while the
right hand removes the syringe, mixes the blood and salt
solution with a clean needle, and seals the pipette.
After enclosing in a small wooden shell, the pipette is
fastened into a centrifuge and centrifuged. The blood-
corpuscles collect at the periphery and form a red column
in the tube, which at first diminishes uniformly in size, but
finally becomes constant. The centrifuging must be kept
up until this point is reached. From the length of the
column of blood drawn in and the length of the column
of blood-corpuscles it can be determined what per cent
of the entire volume is occupied by the blood-corpuscles.
If, for example, the blood has been drawn into the
pipette to the nth mark, and the blood-corpuscle column
stands at the rath mark, then the volume of the latter is
100
- per cent.